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This book forms part of a series cnritlcd 13iachcmistry and 
Diute~hnulugy (series editor, A. Wiscmnn) covering a wide 
range of disparate subjects. 
‘RI be honest, I am not sure at whom this monograph is 
aimed. True, a rcadcrship is given on he inside front cover, 
one thnt spans 10 ‘disciplines’, but the contents and level of 
the book arc in such conflict that one is left with the 
impression of three chapters in search of a venue. Given my 
general unease, and the fact that there is no contents for 
individual chapters, I shall present a more than usual detailed 
outline of the main sections, 
The first chapter (pp. il-C,O), ‘Strategies For Enzyme 
Engineering consists of three major sections, genetic 
mimipulation, molecular graphics and enzyme biotechnology 
as applied to the synthesis of P-lactam antibiotics. There is 
also an appendix listing the recognition sites of restriction 
enzymes, some molecular modelling packages and the data 
bases available. The first section is brief, the second is 
obviously highly spccialised and the third overlaps omewhat 
with the second chapter, Why there should be a list of 
restriction recognition sites [ do not know, especially as the 
more useful and absent information is so common in 
molecular biological cntnloyues. 
The second and third chapters are, to my mind, far more 
useful, Yet sit fairly uneasily together, Chapter two 
(pp. Gl-96), ‘Structure Prediction’ is ccntred around four 
main sections, protein anatomy, secondary structure 
prediction, sequence-structure relationships, and modclling 
homologous proteins. The final chapter on ‘Fermentation 
Biotechnology’ (pp. 97-125) includes fermenter design, 
aeration and agitation, stcrilizetion, instrumentation and 
control, fermentation data, capture and fermentation 
control, mammalian and plant cell culture and their 
characteristics a  well as other systems. 
In other contexts, in short, these chapters would 
individually be most appropriate: in the present monograph 
they represent, at the best, an expensive luxury that few, I 
suspect, will consider worthwhile acquiring. 
Robert E. Glass 
B Lymphocytes (In Focus Series); Edited by G.G.B. Klaus; Oxford University Press; Oxford, 1990; x -t 71 
pages; f6.50 
This highly readable little book is aimed primarily at students chapters describing the cellular and molecular eVentS in the 
of immunology, but is also valuable for those wanting a rapid development, activation and regulation of B cells, the 
and up-to-date summary of the development and functional induction of primary antibody responses and memory B cells, 
differentiation of B cells. The book is divided into five and 13 cell tolerance. Both the human and murine systems are 
